
Holy Father gifted us with enor-

mous hope and joy. There were 

many steps in getting to this 

wonderful ñMount Taborò ex-

perience. Many I wish to high-

light in this report. Our experi-

ence in Rome also calls us FOR-

WARD to an excited commit-

ment to lighting our way for-

ward with hope!   

The ICF is deeply indebted to 

the selfless commitment of the 

óFraters of Tilburgô, 

Congregation CMM, 

without whose unfailing sup-

port, both spiritually and finan-

cially, we would have never 

achieved this great accomplish-

ment. 2007-2008; a year to re-

member!  

My first year as ICFôs Executive 

Director is coming to a close. 

What a year it has been! The ICF 

has been graced by so very many 

blessings in these last 12 months. 

We have focused most of our 

energies in the planning and exe-

cution of a gathering in Rome of 

Deaf Catholic persons from all 

over the world to celebrate to-

gether ñOne Faith; Many Lan-

guagesò.  

This is just what happened June 

25 and 26, 2008 as 1,200 Deaf 

catholic Pilgrims from some 31 

various countries from around 

the globe all gathered first in St. 

Peterôs Square for the General 

Papal Audience. It was at the 

conclusion of this Audience that 

our President, Archbishop Pat-

rick Kelly of Liverpool England, 

had the opportunity to greet the 

Holy Father. The Holy father 

shared with Archbishop Kelly, 

"Give all those Deaf Pilgrims 

with you my love, my greeting 

and my blessingò. This should be 

a great encouragement to all of 

us! As St. Paul teaches, ñWe are 

many parts, yet all one bodyò!  

The Deaf Community is a valued 

and recognized entity within the 

greater Catholic Church! For the 

first time in our 2,000 year his-

tory, the ICF gathered 1,200 

Catholic Deaf Pilgrims to meet 

in our common home- Rome! 

While in Rome, we received the 

blessing of the Holy Father! This 

sanction of our Mission from the 

Executive Directorõs Note 

Welcoming Bishop Martin Holley, Archdiocese of Washington, DC 

It is our great pleasure to 

announce the addition of 

Bishop Martin Holley, Auxil-

iary Bishop of Washington, 

DC to the ICF Board of Di-

rectors. Upon the opening of 

an Office in the U.S.A, it was 

clear we would need an 

Episcopal Representative 

from with the United States. 

The ICF was very blessed to 

find Bishop Martin Holley 

willing to join our Board this 

April 2008. 

The ICF Office in the USA is 

located within the Center for 

Deaf Ministries of the Arch-

diocese of Washington. We 

knew of Bishop Holleyõs con-

tact with the Deaf Commu-

nity in Florida before becom-

ing Auxiliary Bishop of 

Washington and so ap-

proached Bishop Holley with 

an invitation to join the 

Board. To our great joy, 

Bishop Holley accepted. 

WELCOME! 

Archbishop Patrick Kelly, 
ICF President, greeting the 

 Holy Father at the ICF Catholic Deaf 
Pilgrimage to Rome  June 2008 

 

Notable Points 

 
¶ NO ONE ELSE IS 

DOING THIS WORK. 

¶ DEAFNESS IS THE 

HIDDEN CROSS, 

CATHOLIC DEAF 

PERSONS ARE RARELY 

RECOGNIZED AS 

PART OF THE 

CHURCH AND TRAGI-

CALLY OVERLOOKED 

AS A VITAL AND LIFE-

GIVING COMMUNITY 

WITHIN OUR 

CHURCH. 

¶ BY VIRTUE OF OUR 

BAPTISM, THE 

CHURCH IS ALL THE 

PEOPLE OF GOD. 

ICF Board of Directors 

April 2008 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C A T H O LI C  F O U N D A T I O N 
F O R  T H E  S E R V I C E  O F  D E A F  P E R S O N S 
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Lighting Our Way With Hope 

ñWorking with and for Deaf People 

is taking seriously the Churchôs option for the poorò   

(Congregation for the Clergy, Rome) 

http://www.cmmbrothers.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
http://www.cmmbrothers.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
http://www.cmmbrothers.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1


One of the major accomplish-

ments of 2008 was the es-

tablishment of an Executive 

Director, and the opening of 

the ICF-USA Office. Mr. Terry 

OõMeara came on board as 

Executive Director, in January 

2008. We are blessed to 

have Mr. OõMeara with us. 

Terry has been involved with 

the ICF since its inception in 

1986. The new office loca-

tion was launched in April 

2008 as we also welcomed 

Bishop Martin Holley, Auxil-

iary Bishop of Washington 

DC, as our Episcopal Mod-

erator for the United States.  

Our new office is located 

within the Archdiocese of 

Washingtonõs Center for 

Deaf Ministries, allowing us 

to network with numerous 

National and International 

Offices  also located in 

Washington, D.C.  

ICF has been registered as a 

charity and company in the 

UK since 1986, and was reg-

istered as a non for profit 

501(c)3 in the USA in 2006.  

A new website was created 

in 2008 to better accommo-

date the informational needs 

of a growing 

and hungry 

International 

Catholic 

Deaf Com-

munity. 

www.icfdeafservice.org 

This vibrant community as-

sembled in Rome this June 

2008 for an amazing gath-

ering never before experi-

enced! The results of this 

groundbreaking experience 

will energize ICF to meet the 

challenge of being Workers 

in the Vineyard serving Deaf 

Catholics globally. 

Hearing Impairedó, òTowards 

a Living Eucharistó, òReligious 

Education of the Deafó 

ICF also has two DVDõs pro-

duced to teach Liturgical 

Signs to the Deaf Communi-

ties in Ireland and the USA.  

CD ROMS are also available 

with collections of shared 

resources developed for 

The ICF has a selection of 

published works in print. That 

list includes: òOn Eagles 

Wingsó, òMinistering Where 

no Bird Singsó, òReligious 

Education in a Special School 

Settingó, óSeeing is believ-

ingó, òEye People Minister-

ingó, òEye Peopleó, òReligious 

Education for the Deaf; A 

Practical Approach to Eucha-

ristó, òCatechesis for the 

Deaf Ministry from Deaf Min-

istry Offices from around the 

world.  

Each of these resources are 

available to any one via our 

website or by enquiring 

through 

admin@icfdeafservice.org 

We look forward to serving 

YOU! 

Appointment of  new ICF Executive Director 

Resources to Spread the Gospel to a Silent Audience 

South Africa; a story to hear with your heart 

for those attending to compre-

hend. The Chaplain, Fr. Mark 

Foster was not aware of any 

alternatives nor is there any 

attempt to make the readings 

more accessible. Fr. Mark was 

very surprised to learn that 

there is a recognised Eucharis-

tic Prayer for Deaf People. 

There is an attempt to use mu-

sic in the Liturgy by using 

acetates to give the words of 

hymns. Sadly, in a culture 

where music is so vital to Lit-

urgy, there was no music 

sung, it was merely a signing 

of the words on acetates. This 

certainly is one area that the 

ICF could immediately give 

assistance , and a perfect ex-

ample of a Ministry yearning 

for an ICF Itinerate Ministry 

Team to visit with examples of 

best practices and an outreach 

of resources, networking tools 

and embracing this blooming 

ministry with a vibrant sense 

o f  ñ COMMU NIO ò.                   

ICF is called to answer that 

need in SA and beyond!  

Cape town, South Africa. No 

matter if it is the rainy sea-

son, or baking heat, once a 

month on Sundays, Catholic 

Deaf person walk to Mass at 

the Bastion of the Deaf in 

Newlands. FAITH is present, 

resources and networking 

with other Deaf Ministries is 

sorely lacking. There is a 

certain sadness that there are 

no resources available to 

them. They are using stan-

dard Lectionaries and Sacra-

mentaries which are difficult 
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Mr. Terry OõMeara, 
ICF Executive Director, 

making the closing comments at 
the International Mass 
for Deaf Pilgrims in 

St. Peterõs Basilica. June 2008.  

1,200 Deaf Catholic Pilgrims 

gather under the Holy Spirit 

window at the Altar of the 

Chair of St. Peter, to celebrate 

ñOne Faith, 

Many Languagesò 

(June 2008) 

Resources are available 

through ICF to keep this 

inspired movement 

of Communio moving forward.  

Stephen Lombard, 

Cape town, South Africa 

http://www.icfdeafservice.org/
mailto:admin@icfdeafservice.org


The Center for Education in 

Deaf Ministry, a partnership 

of the Institute for Pastoral 

Ministries of Saint Thomas 

University and the Schott 

Communities, now offers a 

Master of Arts in Pastoral 

Ministries with the Deaf. This 

intensive program is divided 

into two sessions: one week 

(one course) in January and 

two weeks (two courses) in 

the summer months and is 

spread over a four-year pe-

riod. After each session, stu-

dents leave with a course cur-

riculum that they complete at 

home, working with profes-

sors and other students 

through an advanced com-

puter network. 

The St. Thomas program 

works in partnership with ICF 

in indentifying needs within 

the Global Deaf Catholic 

Community, and moving to-

ward meeting those needs 

through Deaf Youth Encuen-

tro Programs hosted in Mex-

ico. Two such events have 

taken place and a third is 

planned for July 2009.  

This past June, a Deaf Catho-

lic Student of the St. Thomas 

Program spoke at the Rome 

Conference for Professional 

Pastoral Workers, sharing her 

experience as a Catholic Deaf 

Woman seeking to serve the 

Catholic Deaf Community of 

her area, Wisconsin. . 

the international programme 

and the Flemish programme 

of the Faculty. 

The present holder of the 

Chair is Prof. Marcel 

Broesterhuizen. Through the 

work of the Chair, ICF is able 

to make more visible the 

story of Catholic Deaf per-

sons within the Church. It is 

our hope that through the 

The ICF Chair for pastoral 

care of the Deaf was founded 

on an agreement between ICF 

and the Catholic University 

of Leuven (KU Leuven). On 

the basis of this agreement, at 

the Master's levels in the pro-

grammes of Religious Stud-

ies and Theology optional 

courses in the pastoral care of 

the deaf are offered, in both 

Chair, and greater visibility, 

ICF may reach even more 

Deaf Ministry Programs 

world wide.  

 

More information can be 

found on the website of the 

Faculty of Theology, 

http://theo.kuleuven.be/page/

icf_en/ . 

Partnership; Together we CAN! St. Thomas University  

Chair of Pastoral Ministries with the Deaf; Leuven University 

East Meets ICF    dFaith 

that they could not under-

stand my language; however, 

could understand my heart 

and mind. We use different 

languages; however, we are 

one in God, our Lord. 

Without ICF, Deaf Church in 

the world may become weak. 

I believe that ICF is the main 

gate of the Deaf Catholic 

world. ICF is spiritual, helpful, 

worthwhile, and important for 

Deaf people and hearing 

people who are pastoral 

workers. I hope that ICF will 

be happy to make Deaf peo-

ple and hearing happy and 

joyful. The ICF conference 

was worthwhile for me! Thank 

you again  and God bless 

you!      Rev. Min Seo Park 

I would like to say to all ICF 

staff and members "many 

thanks" I realized that all of 

you were happy to welcome 

me to Rome to be one of 

panel members for the ICF 

conference. Through the ICF 

conference I met many won-

derful people from many 

countries. I was inspired and 

impressed when I learned 

2008 Highlights 

Terri Matenaer 

a Deaf STU grad student, 

presents in Rome for ICF. 

Interpreter, Fr. Christian, 

interpreters her talk into 

German Sign Language 

for the more than 250 

German Deaf participants.  

Fr. Min Seo Park, a Deaf 

Catholic priest from Seoul, 

South Korea, presents in Rome 

for our Summer Conference.  

Prof. Marcel Broesterhuizen; PhD 

http://www.icfdeafservice.org/index.cfm?load=event&event=58
http://www.icfdeafservice.org/index.cfm?load=event&event=58
http://theo.kuleuven.be/page/icf/
http://theo.kuleuven.be/page/icf/
http://www.stu.edu/InstituteforPastoralMinistries/GraduatePrograms/SpecializationinDeafMinistries/tabid/1105/Default.aspx

