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INTRODUCTION

In line with the theology of Lumen Gentium, the Church today
is emphasising the need for all the baptised — both as individuals
and as members of the Eucharistic community — to be actively
involved in the work which Christ entrusted to his Church. The
emphasis is very much on the ecclesial aspect of the Church, so
that all Christians are asked to respond actively to Christ’s call
to share in His Mission. Since the Eucharist is the centre and
heart of the life of the Church containing as it does the “entire
spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ, Himself” ' it
“both perfectly signifies and wonderfully effects that sharing in
God’s life and unity of God’s people by which the Church
exists”.? In a letter written in February 1980 to all the Bishops
of the Catholic Church, Pope John Paul says: “Thanks to the
Council we have realised with renewed force the following truth:
just as the Church ‘makes the Eucharist’ so ‘the Eucharist holds
up the Church’.”?® It stands to reason then, that the people of
God must be active participants whenever and wherever the
mysteries of the Eucharist are celebrated. In view of all this it is
sad to think that the majority of deaf people are still passive
attenders at the Eucharistic celebration in the local parish com-
munity — that is, if they attend.
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